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****May 16th**** 
Congregation Meeting 

Psalm 23 and the Apostles' Creed 
The Holy Spirit does what his name implies. 

He makes us holy. We believe in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and come to him only by the 
Holy Spirit who calls us with the gospel. 

In John 10, Jesus tells us he has come to 
shepherd us and to be our good shepherd. 
He is good because he lays down his life for 
the sheep, that is for us, of his own accord. 
He lays down his life for the sheep because 
the sheep belong to him; he knows them; 
they are his own, and they know his voice. 

But, from where to where has Christ come 
to shepherd us sinful sheep? He guides us 
from death to life. He knows the way because 
he has been there before. 

Psalm 23 and Martin Luther’s explanations 
of the Apostles’ Creed found in his Small 
Catechism pair well to show us how God 
shepherds us. Out of his fatherly, divine 
goodness, and mercy, he makes us his own 
through his Son. Through his Holy Spirit,  he 
calls us by the gospel that he may daily and 
richly forgive our sins and on the last day raise 
us from the dead and give us eternal life. 

Psalm 23 begins, “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie 
down in green pastures. He leads me beside 
still waters.” We see the Psalmist’s beautiful 
and comforting images enfleshed in Luther’s 
down-to-earth explanation of what it means to 
believe in God as our Father. 

While a god by definition is mightily above 
all things, and even numerous non-Christians 
recognize a creative intent to the heavens 
and the earth, to believe in God as Father 
goes beyond such descriptions. The Almighty 
Creator is our true and dear Father who gifts 
us with life itself. He bestows our body and 
soul, reason and senses. He works through 
parents and siblings, spouses and children, 
friends and neighbors to richly and daily 
provide us with all we need for this body and 

life. As Timothy Wengert comments, “God’s 
care for us goes right down to our shoes!” 

And far from a set-it-and-forget-it-God, he 
still takes care of us and his gifts. He defends, 
guards, and protects us. He works through 
those in government and 
other authorities to provide 
and preserve peace and 
order that our daily needs 
may be met and kept. With 
God as our Father, we shall 
not be in want. He 
shepherds us to green 
pastures and brings us beside still waters. 

The Creed and Luther’s explanations of it 
could have described God in high and lofty 
terms hard to grasp; instead, they describe 
him in the concrete terms of fatherhood and 
gift. Here we see that God our Father gifts 
himself to us in the material goods of this life 
including our very lives themselves and the 
lives of our neighbors through whom he 
delivers these goods and sustains our lives. 

And, “All this he does only out of fatherly, 
divine goodness and mercy, without any 
merit or worthiness in [us].” Thanks be to 
God, our Father. 

Psalm 23 continues, “He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me.” We see the Psalmist’s 
words brought to life in Luther’s explanation of 
what it means to believe in Jesus Christ as 
our Lord. 

In the first article, we saw how God the 
Father shepherds us through our everyday 
physical needs without our merit or 
worthiness. Now, in Jesus, God’s own Son, 
we see how he goes above and beyond, how 
completely he pours himself out for us and 
holds nothing back from us. (continued)     
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The Fourth Sunday of Easter this year is also known as Good Shepherd Sunday. This article from 
1517.org reminds us of the good shepherding God continues to lavish upon us as children of God. There 
are many resources available at 1517.org that point readers & listeners to Jesus. ~ Enjoy, Pastor Stephen 



The depths of God’s fatherly, divine goodness and mercy displayed in Jesus’ person and work are found in the word 
“Lord.” This tiny term encompasses all Christ has done for us, all he did to make himself our redeemer and Lord. The 
eternal Son of God took on mortal human flesh and entered the valley where we walk to purchase and win us from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil. Not with monetary gifts or animal sacrifices, but with his own death. 
His body and blood beat them off like a rod and pull us to safety like a staff that we may be his own and live under him 
in his kingdom with him as our Lord. 

By his death and resurrection, Jesus, our Lord, shepherds us, his sheep, through the valley of the shadow of death 
to eternal life and restores our souls. Just as he is risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, he leads us in 
the path of his everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness which he freely gives to us. 

He gives all this to us, even himself, so that he is with us, and so we fear no evil. 
Psalm 23 closes, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.” We see the Psalmist’s departing descriptions reflected in Luther’s explanation of what it means to 
believe in the Holy Spirit. 

In the first article, we saw how the Father shepherds us through our everyday needs. In the second article, we saw 
how Jesus shepherds us through the valley of death to make us his own and become our Lord. Now, in the third 
article, we see how the Holy Spirit shepherds us through this life and daily delivers to us what Christ won for us. 

The Holy Spirit does what his name implies. He makes us holy. We believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and come to 
him only by the Holy Spirit who calls us with the gospel. Our own reason and strength are not enough. But how is our 
faith delivered and Christ’s gifts given that we may be made holy? 

The Holy Spirit does so through the holy catholic church, the communion of sinner/saints who gather around the 
table he prepares before us in the presence of our enemies: sin, death, and the devil. At the table, we receive Jesus’ 
body and blood under bread and wine. He also anoints our heads with the water and word of Baptism, by which he 
unites us to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Here in the church, he makes us holy by the forgiveness of our sins – sins 
daily and richly forgiven freely on account of Christ. 
This goodness and mercy, this gospel, pursues us all the days of our lives until the last day. Then, he will resurrect our 

bodies and grant us life everlasting, and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. This is most certainly true. 

Kyle Jones is a husband and father. He serves as Director of Faith Formation at Calvary Lutheran Church in Brookfield, WI.         
He graduated from Concordia University Texas with a B.A. in Religious Education with an emphasis in Worship and the 
Arts through the Director of Christian Education program. He is the co-author of The Sinner/Saint Lenten Devotional   
and is a regular contributor for 1517. 



Page 3 We are looking forward to resuming our monthly potlucks soon!  
Please contact the office if you are willing to help host this time of fellowship. 

Thank you to all those who faithfully contribute to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generous      
support of the IF Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to feed their families. 
Need continues to increase due to the ongoing pandemic. If you are able, please continue to share 
your blessings. The Food Basket accepts donations all month long. Right now, the greatest need is for 
funds to purchase food. The food basket is able to purchase food in bulk for pennies on the dollar. 
***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  

 

Suggested items for May: Rice (1 & 2lb pkg.), saltine crackers, macaroni & cheese, feminine hygiene products. 

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403 

Board of Elders Minutes - March 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

3/8/21  Opened meeting at 6:35pm via Zoom. Present: Jim, Mike, Jeff, Dan, Paul, Pastor Stephen & Gene. 
Opening devotion by Pastor Stephen. Approved minutes of 02/08/21. Reviewed Pastor’s Report. 
Worship Services and Spiritual Life: In-person worship numbers are up from 35-40 to 65-70. Live streaming 
views are increasing and reaching members and non- members. Lenten services 3/24, Maundy Thursday 4/1, 
Good Friday 4/2, Easter . 4/4. Paul will co-lead with pastor on Maundy Thursday & lead the Good Friday service. 
Two services for Easter Sunday, times to be 9:30 and 11:00 AM. We will ask the congregation to sign up for  
seating arrangements. We will maintain social distancing as reasonable as possible. Sunday school March 1st 
had 5 in attendance up to 5th grade. 6th grade and up had 7 in attendance. Member contacts and care units: 
Jeff visited a member and provided communion for her and made phone calls to members in his care unit.  
Membership Actions: Transfers in, Joe P.'s transfer was approved. Recognition Sunday: to be held April 18. 
Old Business: 1) Re-keying of the building is still on the schedule after the window project. 2) Photo directory; 
we will have a photo area set up at the Easter service. New Business: 1) Security, camera system.  
2) Nominations for Elders. Jeff will be leaving the board. Adjourned the meeting at 7:27pm. 
 (Full minutes on file in Church office)                          (edited for space) 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ March, 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Minutes 03-18-2021 Attendees: Pastor Stephen, Bruce M., Gene W., Mark P., Tonya S., Jackie R., Suzanne S. 
Meeting was initiated at 1901. Opened with prayer by Pastor Stephen. Approval of Feb. minutes; motion to approve 
made by Mark, seconded by Suzanne. Approved unanimously. Committee Reports: PASTOR: We will be notified by 
Concordia, Seward, on March 24 about our DCE internship. The NCD survey has been passed to Dan K. & Pastor 
Stephen. Our next step is to have the St. John NCD Health Team review the data and begin interviewing groups at  
St. John. Pastor and Elders continue to provide in-home communion as needed when it is safe for them and for those 
in need of service (Full report attached) ELDERS: See Elders’ report below. FINANCE: Jackie: contributions continue 
below budget but also below expenses. PROPERTY: Mark P.: Response to the request for donations for the stained 
glass window restoration have completely covered the cost of the contract. God has truly blessed St John with a   
generous congregation. Mark has begun looking into bids and logistics to replace the gable vents. Metal Man will be 
at St. John next Wednesday to take measurements. OLD BUSINESS: Broadway sign repair is in progress. St John 
has received preliminary approval from the Idaho State Historical Society to move forward with the application to list 
our building on the National Register of Historic Places. This is a multi-year application process. NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion of policy for outside use of the church building, after-hours access, COVID safety, security, donations to 
cover cleaning costs etc. Bruce will check with Church Mutual to get recommendations. Discussion of website update. 
Discussion of plaques to recognize window donors. Nominations are now being accepted for the coming year’s BOD. 
Open positions: Director at Large, Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, Vice Chair. Please send nominations to Bruce or 
Josh. Closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer at 1945. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 15 April at 7PM. Josh will lead.  
 (Full minutes on file in Church office)                              (edited for space) 



Did you know that St. John is part of the Stephen Ministry Program? 
Stephen Ministers: Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high-
quality, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen Minister  

usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with them once a week for about an hour. St. John currently has 11 
trained Stephen Ministers. Care Receivers: Care receivers are people - congregation members and others in the community - 
who receive care from a Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through a difficult time in life - experiencing grief,     
divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis.  

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, please contact the office. 

 

St John will host VBS with 
Camp Perkins June 28, 29 & 30!! 

 Please note these three days on your calendar. In addition to helping 
with VBS those days, we are seeking families to help house counselors 
from Friday, June 26th - Wednesday, June 30th. You can choose to host 
for all the days, or just a few. We will soon have sign-up sheets available 
in the Narthex. This summer’s theme verse is: "I press on to take hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me" (Philippians 3:12) 

 

 

 

Save Tuesday night, June 29th   
for the VBS BBQ!! North Hi-Way Café 
will once again cater.  

A representative from    
Gideons International visited 
St. John on April 18th.  

Members in attendance 
that day gave a collective 
offering of $206.00.  

Thank you for your      
support each year to help 
get God’s word in the hands 
of those who need to hear 
the Good News!!  

Please keep this ministry 
in your prayers. Pray that 
God would bring people into 
His Kingdom through the    
Bibles distributed!! 

For those who haven’t heard, we are   
excited and pleased to announce that due to 
the amazing generosity of our congregation, 
we have fully funded our Stained Glass  
Window Project without needing a loan!! 

We are however, still accepting           
donations to offset the expense of replacing 
our gable vents.  

 The final bid came in around $11,000.00 due to labor and special equipment 
required to reach the vents that are over two-and-a-half stories above ground. 
We are using a commercial-grade metal for the vents. This will save money in 
the future as we will not need to maintain them, and the new vents will last for 75 
years or more. There are 11 vents, one of which is over 7 feet tall !!  

If you would like to donate towards the new gable vents,  
just put in the memo line of your check “Gable Project”. Thank you. 


