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After this the Lord appointed seventy-two 
others and sent them on ahead of him, two 
by two, into every town and place where 
he himself was about to go. And he said to 
them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest. ~ Luke 10:1-2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early in August Jacob Pralle will be 
inducted into service at St. John as 
Director of Christian Education Intern. We 
rejoice to have another worker to join us 
shoulder to shoulder in mission.  

Did you notice Jesus' words regarding 
his plentiful harvest? We may be tempted 
not to believe Jesus; after all, we see 
churches struggling all over North America 
and throughout Europe. Thank goodness 
Jesus can always see what we find hard to 
comprehend. God continues to work in the 
hearts of people far ahead of us, and he 
calls us to be a part of bringing them into 
his kingdom, into his family.  

We know that our part of that life-
changing work is stated in what we know 
as The Great Commission announced by 
Jesus himself: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”  ~ Matthew 28:19-20 

 

________________________________ 
Jesus continues to stir in hearts,    
and there continues to be work 

in which we join him. 
________________________________ 

Here’s another did-you-notice question: 
Did you notice who was to pray about 
harvesting and workers? 

It was the 72 whom Jesus was sending 
out. Jesus asks those he sends to pray 
that others will be moved by God to join 
them in the most important work in this life, 
connecting people to Jesus so that they 
come to live as baptized followers of Jesus 
who seek to make additional followers of 
Jesus through baptism and teaching. 

As a student preparing for professional 
life as a called, servant of the Gospel in 
the Public Ministry, Jacob will be praying 
that others join him. He will be praying that 
we renew our calling to connect people to 
Jesus. And we continue to pray that others 
join us in this work of God as well.  
        In His Grace, 

        Pastor Stephen 

The  
July/August 2021 
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The Harvest is Plentiful 

A Student Among Us 
Jacob Pralle will continue his instruction  

toward professional life learning at St. John 
for 12 months. We are delighted that he can 
learn and grow in our midst and with our 
help and encouragement. 
At Concordia University, Seward, Jacob 

completed his certification as a Lutheran 
School teacher. His wife Morgan is now  
completing her DCE internship at Peace   
Lutheran Church, Waverly, NE. She will    
finish at Peace on July 25th. 
The Pralle’s will celebrate their first       

wedding anniversary in a few weeks!  
There will be many ways we at St. John 

can together bring them a welcoming   
blessing as August grows closer. We will get 
word out soon on how you can participate. 



Board of Elders Meeting Minutes ~ May 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Approved Board of Elders minutes for 5/10/21 
Opened meeting at 6:35pm at St. John.  
Those present: Jim, Mike, Jeff, Dan, Pastor Stephen and Gene, Paul joined via Zoom. 
Opening Devotion by Gene 
Approved minutes of 04/12/21 
Reviewed the Pastor’s Report.  
Worship Services and Spiritual Life: Discussed having the nursery open with an attendant. Pastor will contact Deb R. 
to see if she is willing to join us again.  
We approved removing the barriers on the pews and having communion at the rail and decided to start June 6th, 
masks are optional. 
Member contacts and care units: Pastor visited and communed Margarethe E. 
Membership Actions: None 
Old Business: Pictures are being transferred to Cheryl for the photo directory for the elders. 
New Business: Discussed and approved the elders budget for FY 2022. 
Adjourned the meeting at 8:09 pm. 

 (Full minutes on file in Church office)                          (edited for space) 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ May 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

May 21st Voter’s Meeting Minutes. Meeting was opened with prayer of thanks at 10:45. 
Reports: Reports were presented to the 33 members in attendance by Pastor Stephen, who also expressed thanks 
to the Elders, Directors and congregation for their support during a difficult year. Gene W. gave the Elder’s report and 
noted that new people were reached after implementation of on-line recorded and streaming worship and thus God 
used the pandemic as an outreach opportunity. St. John has 18 new members and there were 8 baptisms in the past 
year. Jackie R. gave the Treasurer’s report that showed although donations were below expenses for March (earliest 
available data) that overall giving was ahead of expenses for the year. Properties: Overview of the year’s activities: 
Mark P. reported that work on the stained glass windows is now in progress. Some windows on the 7th Street side are 
finished & the great “after” result is visible. They have already attracted neighborhood attention. Vent replacement will 
begin on June 2nd. The Congregation raised enough money through donations to fully fund this work. Pastor reported 
that the DCE student intern is Jacob Pralle. He holds a Lutheran Teaching Certification and will report for work on       
August 1st. Pastor also reported that the Natural Church Development survey indicated that St. John’s weakest area  
is in small group worship and study. Efforts are underway to improve, and this is expected to strengthen fellowship 
relationships as well. Bruce M. reported that audio visual & internet upgrades were competed in the past year that  
significantly enhanced outreach via livestream. Dan K. has largely led this effort. Budget proposal for 2021-2022: 
Bruce M. presented a St. John budget proposal of $274,254 for the coming year. This budget was prepared by a    
collaborative team representing the Directors and Elders. It includes increases over the previous year’s budget to pay 
the DCE intern salary and to provide increased materials for youth education expected to be needed in support of the 
intern’s work. The motion to approve came from the BOD and was seconded by Dan V., after some discussion of the 
need to not neglect funding for National Youth Group attendance. It was approved unanimously. Nomination of 
Board of Directors: Bruce M. introduced the nominees for the 2021-2022 BOD. Motion was made by the BOD to 
approve Bryan N. as Vice Chairman, Beth O. as Assistant Treasurer and for Jackie R. to serve an additional term as 
Treasurer. Dan V. seconded. These new members were elected unanimously. They now join Joshua P. as Chairman, 
Tonya S. & Suzanne S. as Members-at-large, whose terms continue, to comprise the BOD for the 2021-2022 fiscal 
year. Discussion ensued that there is still one open position on the BOE (contact Gene W. for info) and both the     
secretary of the board & a member-at-large position open on the BOD (contact Bruce M. or Josh P. for info).        
From the floor: St. John will be seeking six to eight volunteers to walk the 3rd of July parade route for food donations. 
Motion to adjourn was approved by unanimous consent & closing prayer was offered by Pastor Stephen. 
 (Full minutes on file in Church office)                              (edited for space) 



Page 3 St. John’s monthly Potluck is back!!! We are happy         
to be able to share in this time of fellowship once again.   
The potluck will be held Tuesday, July 13th at noon. Please 
bring a dish to share. All are welcome. Bring a friend!!  

Thank you to all those who faithfully contribute to “First Sunday Food    
Offering”. Your generous support of the IF Community Food Basket is  
such a blessing to those who struggle to feed their families. The Food    
Basket accepts donations all month long. Right now, the greatest need is 
for funds to purchase food. The food basket is able to purchase food in 
bulk for pennies on the dollar.  

***There is no preference to brand names. Generic brands are welcome.  
 

Suggested items for July: Macaroni noodles, canned meat (tuna, chick-
en, salmon, spam), peanut butter, and toothpaste. 
Suggested items for August: Potatoes (fresh or dehydrated), fresh produce from home gardens, 
baby food and formula. 

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403 H
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Did you know that St. John is part of the Stephen Ministry Program? 
Stephen Ministers: Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high-
quality, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen Minister     

usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with them once a week for about an hour. St. John currently has 11 
trained Stephen Ministers. Care Receivers: Care receivers are people - congregation members and others in the community 
- who receive care from a Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through a difficult time in life - experiencing grief,   
divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis.  
If you, or someone you know, could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, please contact the office. 

Thanks to the generosity of the members and friends of St. John and Hope      
Lutheran, a total of $1,113 was collected on Braille Sunday!!  We also received 
a Thrivent Action Team Grant of $250. The money will be used for supplies for 
printing and shipping of braille materials by our ministry center. 

Thank you for helping people touch the promises of Jesus! 

 

  


