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She gave this name to the Lord who 
spoke to her: “You are the God who 
sees me,” for she said, “I have now 
seen the One who sees me.” So Hagar 
bore Abram a son, and Abram gave 
the name Ishmael to the son she had 
borne. Abram was eighty-six years old 
when Hagar bore him Ishmael.  
       (Genesis 16:13, 15-16) 
 

[Words from Chad Bird of 1517.org from his 
article, “For Those Who Feel Unseen”] 

 

Once, long ago, a pregnant runaway 
named Hagar was at the end of her rope. 
In the desert, the Messenger of the Lord 
met her, spoke to her, and gave her a 
promise. She afterward gave him the 
Hebrew name, El Roi, “The God who 
Sees.” She said, “Truly here I have seen 
him who looks after me" (Gen. 16:13). 
 

El Roi, the God who sees, 
the God who looks after me, 

the God named Jesus the Christ. 
 

Monday through Sunday, when his 
children are in loss, shame, confusion, 
and doubt, Jesus El Roi never closes his 
eyes. He looks and he sees. More than 

that, he sits with the suffering and holds 
the trembling soul. There is not a bone in 
the body that doesn’t care. 
 

If he counts the hairs of our heads, if he 
counts our tears, then surely he counts 
the fissures in our fragile hearts, weighs 
our burdens, and tallies the minutes we 
lie awake at night. He is not a faraway 
Savior but is as near to us as heat to a 
fire, as wet is to water. 
 

He who had appeared to Hagar as "The 
God Who Sees" is he who, in the fulness 
of time, was the God seen upon the 
cross. And to see God upon the cross is 
to know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that he sees you as one for whom he 
was willing to die. 
 

This Jesus is merciful. He will show you 
mercy. 
 

With Him, you are always seen & loved. 

   In His Grace, Pastor Stephen 

The  February 2022 
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The God who Looks after Me 
Our God has chosen to create, redeem and 
indwell us. He has also told us that he knows 
us thoroughly. Because God is love, this is 
good news. The bulk of this devotion is found 
at 1517.org. There are many resources on 
this website that point to Jesus.     
         ~ Pastor Stephen  

El Roi ~ the  

God who  

sees me 

Thank you, St. John Lutheran!!!! 
God’s people of St. John, 
Thank you for the generous Christmas      
gift you shared with Laurie and me 

during the holidays. Laurie & I experience God’s 
love through you the whole year through, and 
this gift of appreciation is a great blessing. 

Thank you to all of you in leadership who    
partner in the Gospel with us wholeheartedly. 
Our joys are more than doubled and the shared 
difficulties are more manageable together. 
Thank you to all who gave of your energies in 
small & large ways this past year. Together we 
are creating new opportunities for people to 
come together to find mutual encouragement in 
our shared faith. 

God has been pouring out blessings. May He 
be glorified as His love continues to work within 
us and as He loves through us together. 

His steadfast & abundant grace throughout 
2022!   ~ Pastor Stephen & Laurie 



Board of Elders Meeting Minutes ~ December 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Minutes for 12/06/21 
Opened meeting at 7:00 pm at St John. Those present, Dan, Jim, Mike, Paul, Pastor Stephen, and Gene. Opening Devotion 
by Gene. Approved minutes of 11/01/21. 1) Discussed the Pastor’s Report. (see BOD minutes)  2) Discussed DCE Intern    
Report 3) Worship Services and Spiritual Life: Reviewed November Family night / Built wreaths.4) Discussed Advent services 
and soup suppers. 5) Discussed Christmas Services, AV, ushers, Elder coverage and sign-up. 6) Triad Update: Discussed   
Triad informational time. 7) Member contacts and care units: Encouraged Elders to reach out to members in care units.            
8) Membership Actions: None. 9) Old Business: a) Picture directory update. b) Christmas services 5pm & 7pm Praise Team 
both services. No New Years Eve service. 10) New Business: a) Zoom meetings during winter if wanted. b) Jacob to provide 
resume at January Meeting. c) Discussed if we needed to approve Jacob to serve communion. Adjourned the meeting with 
prayer at 8:17 pm. (Full minutes on file in Church office)               (edited for space) Page 2 

Hello St John family!  
I am so glad I get an opportunity to share with you some of what I’m learning through PLI’s 1000 Young   

Leaders program. First, I’d like to thank everyone who has donated so generously to help me pay the program 
dues. I’m learning so much about developing a missional mindset, and it’s all thanks to you. Thank YOU! I hope 
that I can return the favor by sharing some of what I’m learning. Our program might be called 1000 Young  
Leader’s, but what we’re learning is truly for everyone. 

The goal of our program is for each of us to learn a series of tools that will help us in building and leading the 
church of tomorrow. One tool we learned recently is called “the covenant triangle”. It’s a simple concept that 
helps keep us rooted in our identities as beloved children of God. I’d like you to imagine a triangle. At the top 
point is God, The Father. The Father has made us His children in our baptism by placing His name on us. From 
this point, imagine a line going towards the bottom right, completing one side of the triangle. This point is where 
we find our identity. When we understand ourselves to be children of God, we desire to be obedient to Him. 
From our identity, we draw the base of the triangle to the left point, obedience. It’s at this point that we often find 
ourselves seeking our own hopes and dreams over those of God. We begin to look at our obedience (or lack 
thereof) and attempt to reestablish our identity in our own efforts to obey rather than as a redeemed child of 
God! Worse yet, we may begin to judge others in a similar way. Nevertheless, if we return to the source of our 
identity, we will find that God will complete the last side of the triangle. He promises to save us despite our     
failure. “…But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and 
they shall be my people, and I will be their God” (Jeremiah 37:23). If we are ever feeling insecure or troubled in 
our identity, we may return to the covenant triangle to re-center ourselves and be comforted that we are beloved 
children of God, redeemed and bought by the precious blood of Jesus!   ~ In God’s Peace, Ben Walker 

THANK YOU, ST. JOHN!!! 
To our new friends and family at St. John, 
Morgan and I want to extend a huge thank you for the very generous gift you blessed us 
with this Christmas! Since August, you’ve embraced these two kids from the Midwest and 
made us one of your own. Despite being 1,055 miles from the state where we grew up, we’ve never felt 
more at home! That is truly a testament to the rich blessing you have been in our lives since we arrived! 
Thank you to each and everyone of you who have welcomed us with such open arms! 
 With all the excitement and newness that 2021 brought, we find ourselves even more excited for what 
the New Year is bringing! God has blessed St. John and we’re overjoyed to take part in His ministry 
alongside each of you! You have shown us the energy, love, and compassion you all have to serve, and we 
couldn’t be more thrilled to share in that mission! 
 Thank you again for all that you do for St. John! All of your energy & effort has truly shown us what 
our Calling is about. You’ve brought Christ’s words alive when he said, “love one another as I have loved 
you!” (John 15:12) We look forward to continually sharing in that love together throughout 2022. 
              In Him who give us ALL things,  Jacob  Morgan Pralle 



Join us for St. John’s monthly Potluck!!! We are blessed to be able to share in this 
time of fellowship each month.  The potluck is now held on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month. The next potluck is Sunday, February 13th. In March, it will also be on the 13th. 

All are welcome. Bring a “dish to pass” and invite your friends!!  

Thank you to all those who contribute to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your  
generous support of the IF Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those  
who struggle to feed their families. The Food Basket accepts donations all month 
long. Presently, the greatest need continues to be funds to purchase food. The 
food basket is able to use monetary donations to purchase food in bulk for pennies 
on the dollar.  

Suggested items for February: Canned vegetables (green beans, carrots, tomatoes, & corn), 
canned soup (any type condensed), canned meats (tuna, chicken, salmon, spam), toothpaste. 

***Generic brands are welcome.***     Please, NO GLASS JARS.  

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403 

Did you know that St. John offers care-giving 
through the Stephen Ministry Program? 

Stephen Ministers: Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer 
high-quality, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen 
Minister usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with them once a week for about an 
hour. St. John currently has 10 trained Stephen Ministers. Care Receivers: Care receivers are people 
- congregation members and others in the community (a person does not need to be a member at St. 
John to receive care) - who receive care from a Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through 
a difficult time in life - experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or any life crisis.  

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from the care 
of a Stephen Minister, please contact the office. 
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You can listen to The Lutheran Hour in Idaho Falls on these stations:  
 

KAWZ: 89.1 FM Sunday: 8:00am 

KID: 590 AM Sunday: 9:00am 

KIDG: 92.1 FM Sunday: 9:00am 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ December 2021 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

12/19/2021 Attending: Josh P., Pastor Stephen, Bryan N., Jackie R., Gene W., Lynn W., Tonya S., Suzanne S., Jacob P.    
November Minutes Approval TBD by email. 
A) Pastor’s Report: 1) Natural Church Development: The Health Team is conducting interviews with various groups.  
2) Membership Requests: None 3) Sunday Bible Studies: a) “Forever: You Can’t Live without It” is a 10-part study by Paul 
D. Tripp. The study began November 21. b) Children’s Sunday School: Some new materials for older children have been 
received from CPH. c) Sunday Nursery: Cheryl V is trying two moms who voiced interest in sharing this care of children.     
4) Member Contacts: Pastor met with Betty M., Grace B., and will meet with Kathryn and with Russell & Lisa. 5) Crown of 
Life Lutheran Church, Rigby: Paul P and Jim W have been tremendously helpful in leading worship at Crown & at St. John 
when Pastor is at Crown. 6) Services: Advent Services were celebrated at St. John in partnership with Hope Lutheran with 
excellent attendance from both churches. Christmas Eve, 12/24, is a Friday night. Two services are set. One at 5pm and the 
other at 7pm. Normal services will be held at St. John on 12/26 at both St. John (9:30) and (11 at Crown). No Bible Studies 
12/26/2021 or 1/2/2021 (Coffee and treats will be served.)   7) Friends & Family Night! Dec.14 had 49 in attendance. It was 
FUN. 8) 1,000 YOUNG LEADERS: Ben W. is enjoying his training and is grateful that St. John members stepped up       
generously to cover all costs!!! 9) Northwest District Convention has been rescheduled for June 9-11, 2022, in Portland, OR. 
The park next to the hotel is now a homeless encampment. Previously approved St. John Delegates will not attend due to 
the unpredictable political climate of the city. We have been invited to drive with others from our circuit and to stay at an     
alternate hotel and drive in and use the underground parking at the convention center for an added measure of safety.  
Gene W. has agreed to serve as delegate and attend with Pastor. 10) Memorial Plans: Shirley M. - Shirley passed away 
12/05/2021. A memorial was held at St. John Thursday, 12/16/2021. Ricky V. passed away Dec. 16. A very small service will 
be held soon. Her husband, Bob K, will let us know. B) Youth/DCE 1) Confirmation going well - Paul & Karen P. teaching.  
2) Camp Perkins Middle School Trip - January 7-9.  3) Senior High Snow Fest - March 4-6.  4) Sunday School (Children) -  
Possible Team or Committee.  5) Christmas Program went well. 6) Adult Bible Study going great. 7) Youth Group - Thursday 
(experimenting with day of week to meet-TBD) Last-12/16.  8) National Youth Gathering - Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser.        
9) Family Night - 49 attended on 12/14; Next- January 18, 2022 (B.Y.O.  Board Game) 10) Area Connection Development - 
Grace, Pocatello; Hope, IF; possibly Water Springs, IF C) Elder’s Report: 1) Praise Team will be at both Christmas Eve 
Services. 2) Camp Perkins Adult Retreats - January 14; February 4; February 25;  Winterized Cabins. 3) Winter Elder’s 
Meetings- Possible Hybrid Zoom Meetings. 4) Jacob is qualified to serve Communion. 5) Jacob requested to develop and 
submit a resume. 6) BOD requested to develop a Report Card for utilization for Jacob’s evaluation. D) Treasure’s Report: 
See Financial Summary Report (N.L. pg. 3) via Jackie R. 1) $2500 Donation for basement windows. 2) Medical Benefits for 
Jacob not needed at this time. 3) $2500 For National Youth Gathering. 4) Donation App Info (Vanco) needs updated and 
reintroduced to congregation. E) Social Ministry Report:  1) Christmas Dinner - 72 attended. 2) provided two funeral  
luncheons. 3) Bunko Night went well. 4) Advent by Candlelight: 12 tables of six reserved. 5) Need to purchase new table-
cloths (many missing). 6) Potential need for new ovens and kitchen remodel. F) Security Team: SWAN Security Cameras 
to be installed - Approved.  2) Discussed security team procedures. 3) Team Meeting January TBD.  G) Old Business: 
None.  H) New Business: 1) DCE Call Potential: Examine Benefits Package requirements and costs should a call be     
desired. 2) Requested DCE Intern Evaluation by Board Members as part of Jacob's training. Submit to Gene Winter.  
3) Policies: Use of church building as a wedding venue by sister congregations. Member is in good standing & being      
married by an LCMS Pastor from a sister congregation. Gene will work on drafting an official policy. Drafting a funeral    
luncheon policy necessary for future events. Motion stating church equipment not to be loaned out / leave St. John        
premises. Passed. Pastor closed meeting in prayer. 
 (Full minutes on file in Church office)                              (edited for space) 



Youth News & Events 
For more info on anything listed here, call or email 

Jacob at: Jcpralle.DCE@gmail.com or 208-522-5650 
 

SR- HIGH SNOWFEST @ Camp Perkins – What on earth could there be to do at Camp Perkins in the middle of winter? 
You should ask our Junior High youth! They asked and oh boy, they received! Now it’s your turn! How does tubing, 
broomball on the frozen lake, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, bonding with friends, and an amazing time with Jesus 
sound?! This what to expect of Camp Perkins – Winter style! We’ll be shuttled over the snow two miles into camp in a 
fully equipped van with tracks and skis. Spend our time worshiping, studying God’s Word, sitting by a warm fire, & playing 
in the snow! We will be bringing youth, 9th- 12th grade, for this weekend getaway on March 4th- 6th! Registration is now 
open until February 14th. If interested, and for more details, contact Jacob at the above email. 

THE NEXT CHAPTER YOUTH GROUP  (*BIG NEWS!*) – Youth grades 6 - 12, are invited to join The 
Next Chapter (TNC) – Our Youth Group here at St. John has EXPANDED! We have added another 
page to the next chapter in partnering with our brothers & sisters in Christ at Hope Lutheran! Our group 
will be based off the book of Acts, chapter 29. But wait, there are only 28 chapters in Acts?! The book of 
Acts tasks us with understanding how we can be directed by the Holy Spirit and the role of Jesus’ lessons 
in our lives. God’s mission did not end after Jesus’ ascension into heaven. Like Peter and Paul, we too 
are challenged to be a part of The Next Chapter of His Church. This doesn’t end with chapter 28, it truly is 

just the beginning! We have identified our weekly meeting time on Mondays from 6:00-8:00 to discuss hot topics amidst 
good fun, food, and fellowship! We will kick off our newly expanded Youth Group with Hope on February 7th!  

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING DEPOSIT & ADDITIONAL INFO MEETING – This coming July, 
we will be taking High-school Youth to the In All Things LCMS National Youth Gathering in Houston, 
Texas!!! We will be proceeding through the process by getting our early registration pricing secured! 
Loads more information about fundraising, events, etc. will also be announced! We will meet in the 
downstairs fellowship hall Sunday, February 6th at 5:30! 

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING FUNDRAISERS 
SUPERBOWL SUBS SALE! – Looking for an hors d’oeurve for your Super Bowl party? Perhaps 
lunch as you get ready for the big game? We’ve got you covered! We are helping our Youth raise 
funds to go to the National Youth Gathering by helping you kickoff your Super Bowl LVI Sunday! We 
will be making sub sandwiches that will be available for pick-up Sunday, February 13th after worship! 

All proceeds will be donated to the Youth’s fund to travel to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas! Youth will 
be making subs on Saturday afternoon so they will be fresh for the big game. An order form will soon be available 
online, & in the bulletin. For more information / to place an order see Jacob or contact by him by email.  

THE FOUR C’s CLOVER DINNER – Feeling a little green? Join us for an Irish themed meal to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day on Friday, March 18th! Like the four-leaf clover, we will be celebrating Christ, Corned 
Beef, Cabbage, & Community! All proceeds from the meal will be donated towards the Youth’s fund 
to go to the National Youth Gathering! Be ready for Green beer & St. Paddy’s cheer! With the theme 
of the season, we look forward to making our Youth feel lucky, blessed & all the rest! 

YOUTH SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: Have you ever found yourself being put on the spot? Maybe you 
have even had questions or doubts. What is this whole Christianity thing all about anyway? Does    
going to church matter? Is the Bible really as true as it says? We’re meeting regularly each Sunday,  
challenging each other to “Think Like Jesus” and seeking answer these difficult questions! Bottom  
line, it’s not enough to just know what you’re supposed to believe. Post-Confirmation age youth are 
welcomed to come eager and ready to challenge their faith! 

Happy Birthday to our youth  
celebrating a birthday in February!! 

Brendan Strawn ~ February 6
th 

 



Friends & 

 “Coffee & Conversation” after Worship is a valuable time to form and strengthen relation-
ships   in our St. John family! It is an extra blessing when we have coffee, tea & sometimes a 
small treat to enjoy while visiting.  
 We are thankful for everyone who has taken a Sunday (or many) to serve. If you haven’t 
hosted in a while, please sign-up to take a Sunday (or two) to give those who have been 
serving frequently a break. You can host a Sunday by yourself, or ask a friend to join in. The 
2022 sign-up calendar is located on the counter where coffee is served. Treats are optional, 
and can be homemade or store-bought. Thank you!  
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SAVE THE DATE!! 
Hope Lutheran School  

Annual Dinner & Auction 
February 26, 2022   5:30pm. 

This annual event is a wonderful evening of food, fun & fellowship as you support Christian    
Education. It will be held in the Boy Scout building on Yellowstone Highway. Tickets are $50 per 
person. Dinner choices are prime rib or salmon. If you are unable to attend this fun evening, 
please consider donating a homemade dessert, a special item, a “theme” basket, or anything that 
could be auctioned to raise funds. Hope’s office can help you with ideas.(208-529-8080) 

You can also buy Special Raffle tickets for a chance at three prizes: An S6 Apple Watch (GPS), 
$250 in Scrip Gift Cards (your choice of merchants), and a Hydro Flask.  

You need not be present to win! 
Call Hope’s office for tickets.    Donations are tax deductible. 

Dear St. John Family, 
I just want all of you to know that I am so grateful and I feel so blessed for all the prayers 

 wishes for good health. Knowing that people were praying thinking of me helped keep 

my spirits up, so that the medications and treatments could do their job. Thank you all so 
much for helping me through this! God’s Blessings to all of you, Lenea Deede 

We are building monthly opportunities for Lutherans in Idaho Falls & surrounding areas to join 
in family-friendly gatherings in which we share a meal, a devotional time for children & one for 
adults, some fun and some creative pursuits, too! 

Friends & Family not connected with a church  
are MORE than welcome! 

 We meet for a meal at 6pm. 
 Children & adults separate for a short devotional / learning time. 
 Then we come together have an activity and often a craft to build! 
 We begin leaving about 8pm. 
 

February: Tuesday, February 15, is our next time to meet. We will be playing    active, com-
petitive games, so come with your “game face” on!! 

 

March: Tuesday, March 15, we are planning a craft for Easter, and as always,  
enjoy lot of laughter and fun together!  


