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The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness        
    (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 We had a good laugh together in Bible 
study recently. We were trying to place 
synonyms around the word abide to better 
understand what it means when Jesus 
calls us to abide in him (John 15:1-11). 
The term must be important as Jesus 
uses it 11 times in these verses. I was 
searching my mind for a tidbit from a new 
book I am enjoying. I interrupted the 
conversation with, “Oh, I remember now, 
the author said, ‘We marinate in God’s 
Word.’ We let it soak in deeply, and it 
becomes a part of us.” One of the 
participants said, “I was wondering when 
you would use a reference to food, 
Pastor!” So true. And so funny! 

 The idea is spot on, though. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 is worth marinating 
in. It is worth committing to memory so   
that your mind can slowly go over each 
detail of the phrases and ponder the 
meaning of this promise of God to you, 
His child. God’s Word should soak into 
our being and permeate our thinking, 
acting and speaking. 

 Mercy. When God has mercy He   
does not treat us as we have earned and 
deserve. Though He has every right 
according to His own commands to bring 
judgment upon us; He does not. So mercy 
humbles us. It also refreshes our hearts 
and minds with God’s grace and love 
extended to us! It is extended to us  for 
the sake of Jesus who took our earned 
judgment upon himself on the cross. 
When we let His truth and mercy soak 
into who we are, when we marinate in His 
promises and the life-implications they 
have for us, we are transformed to live out 
his mercy toward each other and those 
we come to know. 

 I have shared that for a long period of 
time scholars did not know the meaning  
of the Greek word translated as daily in 
the Lord’s Prayer. “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” we pray regularly together.   
A piece of scrap paper listing items to 
purchase at market was unearthed in an 
ancient trash heap. Scholars found the 
word was used in Jesus’ day to mean 
“fresh”. “Give us this day our fresh bread,” 
we could rightly pray. God does not    
bring to us stale, over used, threadbare, 
oft-times mended mercy. No, God brings 
New Morning Mercies. God brings us 
fresh mercy. And filled by the Holy Spirit, 
we are led each day to offer fresh mercy 
to others. That is a kingdom principle for 
today and for all our days into eternity 
with our Lord. 
 

     God’s grace in abundance,  

 

The  October 2020 

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

For Further Study: Read Daniel’s prayer crying out for God’s mercy in    
Daniel 9:1-19. Sit with this section of God’s Word for 30 minutes and       
list 30 things found there. These might be questions peaked in you,         
observations, comments and insights. 

That’s a recipe for a New Morning Marinade! 

New Morning Mercies 



Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ August 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Attendees: Gene W., Pastor Stephen, Bruce M., Suzanne S., Sarah W., Tonya S. 
Meetinq was initiated at 1905 with an opening prayer lead by Pastor Stephen 
Committee Reports: 
 PASTOR: Highlights of Pastor’s report: Worship has moved to video format for four weeks in response to     
increasing Covid pandemic cases in our area. An in-person communion schedule was established which           
incorporates Covid mitigations. Mail-in ballot response was in favor of hiring a DCE intern by 48:5. Pastor is    
preparing docs for submission to District. Hope House has a new resident. Efforts are underway to stay in     
touch with congregants during our shutdown. This will rely mainly on person-to-person contacts via Friendship         
Connectors and phone calls by the Elders. 
 ELDERS: Highlights of the Elders’ report from Gene: Elders will review possibility of in-person service          
resumption at their meeting on Sept 8, as well as additional Covid mitigation strategies. They are working on a 
plan for the coming year which includes church activities, training and the DCE intern activities. Also working with 
the BOD on preparation of a new Church Directory containing photos of the congregants. 
 TREASURER: Contributions are below amount budgeted for July, however, so are expenses. Overall resulted 
in a $719 surplus for the month. 
 OLD BUSINESS: DCE Budget amendment passed. Silver Star Communications switchover in progress with        
installation to occur in September. Additional discussion of Covid response, especially with regard to communion. 
Due to small group sizes and attention to social distancing and cleanliness it was agreed this is a safe practice for 
attendees as well as Pastor and Elders on duty. 
 NEW BUSINESS: BOD and Elders will collaborate on a picture directory for St. John. Pastor introduced      
Natural Church Development, a process to analyze and improve the qualitative performance of the church. There 
will be a zoom meeting on 24 August with Pastor Dinger to discuss. 
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer at 1945.  

 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                  (edited for space) 



Page 3 The Potluck will  
NOT be held  

until further notice.  

Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generosity in    
support of the I. F. Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to feed 
their families. In addition to dealing with a major shortage in donations this year, needs 
continue to increase due to layoffs from the Covid19 pandemic. If you are able, please 
continue to share your blessings. The I.F.C.F.B. accepts donations all month long. 

Right now, the greatest need is for funds to purchase food.  
The food basket is able to purchase food in bulk for pennies on the dollar.  

Suggested items for October: canned fruit (peaches, pears, fruit cocktail),                                                           
oatmeal (large canister), granola bars, and feminine hygiene products.  

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403  

***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  
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Board of Elders’ Minutes - August 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Elders’ meeting 8/3/20 

 Discussed AV operator’s view with the two monitor setup. 
 Discussed having five rows empty in front of the Praise team during service. 
 Approved membership/transfer of Nonda M. and Jane K.. 
 Still looking for a camera to produce live streaming services. 
 Discussed the possibility of a photo directory and pictures in Shepherds Staff program. 
 Discussed asking the BOD if it is possible to have an electronic cipher lock installed, Gene will address       

it at the August BOD meeting. 
 Discussed putting together a plan for the ministry at St John for the upcoming year. Activities, training,         

DCE intern, etc. 
 Pastor introduced the Natural Church Development principal. We asked to have Pastor to order the NCD 

books for the Elders and arrange a meeting with Pastor Dinger. 
 Approved closing church office August 17th and 18th due to travel of Office Manager. 
 

Special Elders’ meeting 8/10/20 

 Discussed due to the rise in Covid-19 cases in Idaho and concern for the safety of all attending we          
approved closing the church for worship and will review this action on 9/8/20. 

 Discussed that it would be good to have a continuous video for the online worship services. 
 Discussed putting together a schedule together to provide communion. 
 Discussed how will we decide when will we start services again. Mike will put some research together     

and suggest metrics on what we use to open again.  
 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                    (edited for space) 



 
 

Nursery care will once again be  
offered later this fall. 

 
Hosted is on hold until 

further notice 

 Hosted 
    A welcoming  
   time together! 

 A big thank you to the members of St. John 
& Hope Lutheran. $650 was collected on Braille 
Sunday. We also received two Thrivent Action 
Team Project grants of $250 each. 
 Thank you for helping people touch the          
promises of Jesus. 

                          God’s blessings, Pam Eberle 


