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 "A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty 
shield and weapon; He helps us free from 
ev'ry need that hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil foe now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might are his dread 
arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 
 

 "Though devils all the world should fill, 
all eager to devour us, We tremble not, 
we fear no ill; they shall not overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still scowl fierce 
as he will, He can harm us none. He's 
judged; the deed is done; One little word 
can fell him." 
 

 David challenged the giant Goliath, an 
enemy far more powerful than the young 
shepherd boy. We stand in David's 
sandals, facing, according to the hymn, 
"the old evil foe," who "means deadly 
woe." He is armed with "great might" and 
employs "deep guile," something that has 
always been a tactic of this foe. He is the 
one our Lord called "a murderer from the 
beginning" and "a liar and the father of 
lies" (see John 8:44). 
 

 David knew what we know; we can't 
face this battle alone. In the words of the 
shepherd boy, we challenge our foe, "The 
LORD saves not with sword or spear. For 
the battle is the LORD's, and He will give 
you into our hand" (1 Samuel 17:47). 
David's Lord fought for him, and his 
Champion is our Champion, too. We ask, 
"Who is this?" "Jesus Christ it is," Martin 
Luther responds in this hymn, "of 
Sabaoth Lord." Our Champion—the 
promised Son of David—is the Lord of 
Sabaoth, that is, the Lord of the armies of 
heaven. But the Lord does not fight with 
sword or spear. Our Champion won by  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

falling in battle, His weapons a cross, 
nails, and a bloody crown of thorns. 
Satan tried to destroy Jesus, but it was 
the devil who fell in defeat in the battle at 
a place called Golgotha. 
 

 Thrashing in his death throes, the evil 
foe still seeks to tear us from our 
Champion, but he cannot succeed. "One 
little word can fell him." Speaking of this 
battle hymn of the Reformation, Luther 
explained the meaning of that "one little 
word" in two ways: the little word is the 
Name of Jesus, the crucified and risen 
Lord who defeated Satan at the cross 
and empty tomb. But, according to 
Luther, the one little word is also the 
defiant shout, "Liar!" Satan may try to 
bring you down, raising doubts, trying to 
convince you that your sins are too great, 
that you cannot be forgiven. When the 
foe employs such "deep guile," Luther 
tells us to defy Satan to his face: "Devil, 
you lie!" As surely as the sling-shot stone 
brought Goliath down, our defiance in the 
Name of our Lord and Champion will 
bring the devil down. The Word, Jesus 
our Champion, remains always by our 
side in the fight. And in this earthly battle, 
if all else is taken from us, even our lives, 
the lying devil cannot win. The victory  
has already been won and "the kingdom 
ours remaineth." 
 
 
 

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, our 
Champion in the fight, deliver us from 
evil. Be our strong fortress in every time 
of trouble. Amen. 
 
 

     God’s grace in abundance,  
 

The  November 
2020 

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

Reflection Questions:  
1.) Have you ever had to deal with a bully? How did that work out for you? 
2.) What's your conception of the devil and the spirit world? Is Satan and his twisted 
minions just waiting to trip you up? 
3.) How do you apply God's Word to your life when you feel assailed by the enemy? 

Today's Bible Readings: Jeremiah 47-48    Hebrews 2 

"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" 
(This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler. It is based on the hymn, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," which is found on 
page 656 of the Lutheran Service Book. [You can access Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries at www.lhm.org]) 



Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ September 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

BOD Minutes 09-15-2020    Attendees: Gene W., Pastor Stephen, Bruce M., Suzanne S., Tonya S., Mark P., Jackie R. 
Meeting was initiated at 1900 with an opening prayer lead by Pastor Weems 
Committee Reports:  
PASTOR: Highlights of Pastor’s report (full report attached): In person worship resumed on Sept. 23rd with an            
attendance of 38. Ministry teams and boards will continue to meet by Zoom. In-person Communion was offered August 
20th & 25th, and Sept. 3rd & 8th. We had capacity to serve 90 people each of the days. We served 38 total (10% filled). 
Pastor Dinger from Grace Lutheran presented the NCD process to representatives from St John BOD and BOE August 
24th. A team at St John is ready to proceed with implementation. DCE documents have been received by Concordia. 
ELDERS: Highlights of Elder’s report from Gene (full report attached): Elders approved metrics governing decisions to 
perform live church service during the continuing pandemic. (Pandemic Policy attached) Elders have agreed to move 
forward with NCD if approved by the Directors.  
TREASURER: Contributions exceeded expenses for the month of July by $1,460.  

PROPERTIES: Highlights from Mark (full report attached) Planning for the stained glass window repair and budget are 
in progress, work possibly to begin next May or June. Door locks will be replaced and keys issued upon approval by  
the Directors.  

OLD BUSINESS: a) Stained glass window update was presented by Mark, as reported above in Properties Report.    
b) Photo Directory update: Only a handful of photos received to date. Board members were encouraged to solicit     
congregation member photos. c) Gene presented an explanation of the decision to move forward with live church     
services during the pandemic and the metrics used to make said decision. General discussion by the Board revealed 
that some members thought the decision was not conservative enough and others too conservative. A consensus to 
support the decision was achieved. The BOD also voted unanimously to change the door locks at St John in support of 
the new security plan.  
NEW BUSINESS: Pastor reported on feedback concerning Natural Church Development, which was mainly positive. 
The only concern was our ability to implement at the same time we’re tackling several other big issues during these  
already uncertain times. After discussion the board agreed that it was possible to move ahead with the survey phase   
of implementation, which does not imply further commitment after that data is received. Given that the Elders have       
assembled a team of volunteers the BOD voted unanimously to collaborate in NCD implementation. The meeting was 
closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 1940. 

 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                  (edited for space) 

Board of Elders’ Minutes - September 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Elders meeting 9/8/20 
 Approved minutes for August 3rd and 10th, 2020. 
 Discussed and approved metrics for governing face to face worship and meetings held in the church building. 

(attached) 
 Approved membership transfer of Joyce S. to Hope Lutheran. 
 We have purchased the camera to produce live streaming services. 
 Discussed feedback from the Natural Church Development presentation by Pastor Dinger. We had members 

volunteer to be on the NCD leadership team. 
 The Board of Elders would like to move forward with the NCD process if the Board of Directors approves. 
 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                    (edited for space) 



Page 3 The Potluck will  
NOT be held  

until further notice.  

Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generosity in    
support of the I. F. Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to feed 
their families. In addition to dealing with a major shortage in donations this year, need 
continues to increase due to layoffs from the Covid19 pandemic. If you are able, 
please continue to share your blessings. The I.F.C.F.B. accepts donations all month long. 

Right now, the greatest need is for funds to purchase food.  
The food basket is able to purchase food in bulk for pennies on the dollar.  

Suggested items for November: canned vegetables (green beans, carrots, tomatoes, and corn),  
canned soup (any type of condensed), beef stew, and diapers.  

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403  

***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  
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Nursery care will once again be  
offered later this fall. 

 
Hosted is on hold 

until further notice 

 Hosted 
    A welcoming  
   time together! 


