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Worship 

Sunday - 9:30am 

10:45am 

Adult Bible Study,  
& Sunday School 

 
Communion every  
1st & 3rd Sunday 

This grace was given, to preach to   
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.  ~ Ephesians 3:8 

The focus of St. Paul’s mission from    
God really caught my attention during 
some devotional time over the weekend. 
Ephesians 3:8 found its way into the 
sermon as we celebrated the faith given 
and the faith confirmed in ten of our youth 
on Sunday, November 15, 2020. Yes, ten 
of our youth professed their faith, received 
God’s blessing, were blessed by the 
prayers of the congregation and were 
welcomed into membership at St. John 
Lutheran Church. What a meaningful 
experience for all who were able to gather. 
The ideas Paul shared now find their way 
into our December / January newsletter. 

The Gospel lesson for November 15 
was from Matthew 25 where Jesus tells of 
a servant who believed a lie about his 
master. As you look more closely at Jesus’ 
parable of the talents, the master of the 
estate, who represents God, is personal, 
generous and relational. We made the 
point that the servant believed a lie and 
died in his own lie. This is a call to the 
newly confirmed and to each one of us 
who have been given faith in Jesus by God 
the Holy Spirit. For those Confirmed on 
November 15, and those Confirmed many, 
many years ago, there is a threat that we 
will apart from Jesus take on the lies of our 
flesh, the lies of our world, and the lies of 
Satan. Though God works to keep us in 
the faith, the neglect of his Word and 
Sacraments on our part puts us in the 
position that lies may drown out the clear, 
loving voice of our Savior. 

King David, the one Scripture describes 
as a man after God’s own heart, found 
strength in God’s Word and in the 
community of believers. He found in God 
ready forgiveness and daily provision. As 

king of Israel during Israel's golden age, 
David knew much about the best life could 
offer as far as physical blessings go. But 
David knew the value of those physical 
blessings to pale in comparison to what is 
ours because God knows us and loves us. 
David wrote, “Because your steadfast love 
is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
So I will bless you as long as I live; in your 
name I will lift up my hands” Psalm 63:3-4. 

Did you catch that phrase?                 
“Your steadfast love is better than life.” 

Better than life! 

Paul tells us that the riches that are  
ours in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior 
are unsearchable. It will take a life and   
into eternity to better know and experience 
all that is ours in Jesus. So Confirmed in 
the faith - Confirmed yesterday (Nov. 15) 
and Confirmed years ago - heed God’s call 
to gather as His people to receive anew 
what he pours out upon his people in 
worship and fellowship as His people. 
Heed God’s call to open his Word and be 
strengthened in the truth of his love, grace, 
forgiveness and indwelling Spirit. He has 
designed us for vertical fellowship with him 
and has designed us for horizontal 
fellowship with each other as the body of 
Christ, the Church. 
     God’s grace in abundance,  

 

The  December 2020 / 
January 2021 

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

Plumbing the Depths of God’s Riches Together  



Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ October 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

St John BOD Minutes 10-13-2020 
Attendees: Gene W., Bruce M., Josh P. 
Meetinq was initiated at 1900 with an opening prayer lead by Bruce. 
Committee Reports: PASTOR: Highlights of Pastor’s report (full report attached): In-person worship continues, as does  
provision of at-home worship materials. Ministry teams and boards will continue to meet by Zoom. Concordia DCE      
placement director did an on-site visit on 8 Oct. Sterling and Bjorn M. were baptized on 16 Sept. Pastor’s vacation 5-26 Oct. 
ELDERS: Highlights of Elder’s report from Gene (full report attached): Dan K. will chair the Natural Church Development 
committee. Discussion of Christmas services, Hope Lutheran Advent services & safety during this time of health concerns.  
OLD BUSINESS: As of 5 Oct. we only received 15 photos for the directory. DOD & BOE are encouraged to solicit photos, 
and reminders to be included in the bulletins and newsletters. Security team is short on members to work Sunday service. 
Volunteers are needed & interested parties should contact Bruce. Fiber connection installation will occur in early November. 
NEW BUSINESS: Portal for PPP loan forgiveness is scheduled to be open this month. BOD will work with our accountant 
to make this application. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 1935. 

 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                  (edited for space) 



Page 3 The Potluck will  
NOT be held  

until further notice.  

Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generosity in    
support of the I. F. Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to feed 
their families. Need continues to increase due to the Covid19 pandemic. If you are able, 
please continue to share your blessings. The I.F.C.F.B. accepts donations all month long. 

Right now, the greatest need is for funds to purchase food.  
The food basket is able to purchase food in bulk for pennies on the dollar.  

Suggested items for December: chili, canned beans (black, kidney, garbanzo), macaroni & cheese, deodorant. 
Suggested for January: applesauce, canned fruit (peaches, pears, fruit cocktail), diapers.  

Please mail financial contributions to P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403  

***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  
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Board of Elders’ Minutes ~ Oct. / Nov. 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

Elders meeting held on 10/5/20 via Zoom. Those present; Jim W., Mike S., Jeff P., Paul P., Dan V. and Gene W. 
Reviewed Pastors report. Approved minutes for Sept. 8th, 2020. Discussed the face to face worship & meetings held in 
the church building & positive feedback from members. It was suggested that we have the metrics included in the news 
letter for November. Gene will send them to Cheryl. Encouraged all Elders to get pictures in for the photo directory.     
Discussed how we could encourage people to get pictures sent in. Discussed Natural Church Development. Dan K. will 
Chair the NCD committee & will contact members who volunteered to be on the NCD leadership team. Question was 
asked when the building will be re-keyed. Discussed whether or not we wanted to join Hope Lutheran this year for advent 
services & soup suppers. The Elders felt that that discussion is up to the individual members. Reviewed the impact of 
having all contemporary music & concerns of members. Jim will draft a letter of our thoughts & we will wait for Pastor  
Stephen to return from vacation to respond to the concerns. Discussed that we should be thinking about how we are   
going to hold Christmas services. Should we have 2-3 services & have families sign up for one? How we can help Pastor 
during the advent season? Next Elders Meeting Monday, November2nd, 2020 6:30 via Zoom. 
 

Minutes from BOE 11/2/2020 Elders meeting held on 11/2/20 via Zoom. Those present; Stephen W., Jim W., Mike S., 
Jeff P., Paul P., Dan V. and Gene W. Opening prayer & devotion by Pastor Stephen. Approved minutes for Oct. 5 th, 2020. 

Discussed Conformation Sunday & how we would conduct Communion within the Public Health guidelines. Discussed 
having online meetings for small groups or prayer time. Reviewed Pastors report. Discussed DCE internship & youth 
Sunday School. Encouraged all Elders to get pictures in for the Photo directory. Discussed Natural Church Development. 
Hope to start implementation in January / February 2021 time frame. Reviewed the Elders’ response to the impact of 
having all contemporary music & concerns of members. Discussed about how we are going to have Christmas Eve 
services. Pastor will talk to Praise team about two services & support. We will ask people to sign up for what service they 
will attend. We will have a New Years Eve service. Next Elders Meeting Monday, December 7th, 2020 6:30 via Zoom. 

Closing prayer by Paul P. 
 

Minutes from BOE 11/6/2020 Special Elders meeting held on 11/6/20 at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Those present; Stephen W., 
Jim W., Mike S., Dan V. and Gene W. Opening prayer by Pastor Stephen. Discussed our matrix & the EIPH guidelines. 
According to our matrix we will curtail church services & all activities at the church without permission from the Elders.  
Pastor will send out an email to the congregation & we will call those without email. We discussed the Hank P. funeral 
service to be held on the 7th, Gene will try to contact Jeff or Paul tonight & convey our concerns & safety issues. We will 
meet every Monday at 6:30 via zoom until we don't. Closed meeting at 7:00 pm. 
(Full minutes on file in Church office)                                    (edited for space) 



 
 

It is our hope to 
soon resume  

offering Nursery 
care during  
Worship & 

Bible Study. 

 
 
 
Hosted is on hold 

until further notice 

 Hosted 
    A welcoming  
   time together! 

Deadline     
extended!!! 

Please email or bring 

your pictures to the   
office by December 14th  

to have your picture printed in the upcoming         
directory. If you need help getting a picture  
taken, please call the office. Thank you! 


