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Sunday 
In-Person Worship 

9:30am  

9:30am Live-Stream: 
https://www.facebook.com/

stjohnidahofalls 
 

or:  
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCqfTbbuM5U7-

lFB7bMslQaQ 
 

Communion every  
1st & 3rd Sunday 

 

10:30am - Fellowship 
 

10:45am 
• Sunday School 
• Confirmation 
• Youth Study 
• Adult Bible Class 
……………………... 

Wednesday 
Bible Study  10:00am 

After listening to my laundry list of struggles 
and confessions, my buddy smiled at me and 
said two words – a first and last name – that 
changed my thinking toward my life as a 
Christian man: “Edward Kimball.” 
The most famous person that you’ve never 

heard of (or maybe you have) might just be 
Edward Kimball. The story of the way God 
used a very ordinary man for extraordinary 
purposes begins all the way back on July 29, 
1823, when Kimball was born in Rowley, 
Massachusetts. He would grow up and 
eventually become the Sunday School 
teacher at Mt. Vernon Congregational Church 
in Boston on Beacon Hill. At this church, he 
met a young boy who was only coming to 
church because he was working at his uncle’s 
shoe store, and his employment was 
contingent on his attendance. A young boy 
resistant to the grace of God provided Mr. 
Kimball with some interesting and frustrating 
conversations. But he did not give up. He 
went so far as to even visit the young man at 
his shoe store. Their relationship continued to 
build, and eventually the Holy Spirit did what 
the Holy Spirit does and the young man was 
converted to Christianity by the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus. 
That young man’s name was Dwight Lyman 

Moody, the founder of Moody Bible Institute in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Among the millions of people that D.L. 

Moody shared the Gospel with was a London 
pastor named Frederick Brotherton Meyer. 
F.B. Meyer would share the good news with 
Presbyterian evangelist John Wilbur 
Chapman, who would then influence another 
prominent evangelist of the 20th century 
named Billy Sunday. Billy Sunday would then 
play a major part in the faith walk of Mordecai 
Ham, who began radio broadcasting in the 
1930s. Who would come after Mordecai 
Ham? His preaching helped lead yet another 

young man to faith. His name? William 
Franklin Graham Jr., and Billy Graham, as 
you may know, was one of the most influential 
men of the 20th century. 

Now I know many of you (myself included) 
have bugaboos about big-time evangelists & 
the theology of some of these men. That’s not 
the point of the story. The point is that God 
took one man in a Sunday school classroom 
and one man working in his uncle’s shoe store 
to bring millions of people into the Kingdom. 

Edward Kimball did not labor in vain. Those 
who teach in the city are not laboring in vain. 

YOU ARE NOT LABORING IN VAIN. 

All it takes is one person, one young man or 
woman, to listen to what you have to say for 
the message to take off and spread like 
wildfire. “How great a forest is set ablaze by 
such a small fire,” James writes in his letter 
(James 3:5). While he is writing about the 
danger of the tongue, the concept remains the 
same for the Gospel. 

This is why the Church places so much 
emphasis on vocation. Vocation is the focus 
of the Christian life. In Latin (vocatio) it means 
‘a call or a summons’. In other words, 
vocation is nothing more than what we do as 
Christians. As we wait anxiously for the 
Resurrection, we each have our places in   
this world. We have jobs, callings, and duties 
to tend to. We live these out in faith, even 
when we feel like we have hit a wall. We 
continue to love. We continue to work. We 
continue to serve.            (Continued next page) 

The  November 2022 

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

“The Most Famous Person You Have Never Heard Of” 
Guest Devotion: Tyler Cronkright is the Associate Pastor at Family of God Lutheran Church in 
Detroit, Michigan. He shares at 1517.org. A portion of his article is shared here. There are many 
other fine resources found on this website. 

Beloved: 



Thank you to all those who contribute to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your  
generous support of the IF Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those  
who struggle with food insecurity. The Food Basket accepts donations all month 
long. Presently, the greatest need continues to be funds to purchase food.      
The food basket is able to use monetary donations to purchase food in bulk for  
pennies on the dollar.  

ESPECIALLY NEEDED THIS MONTH: Baby food - jars and cereals.  
Diapers in sizes 4, 5, and 6. Baby wipes would also be very appreciated.  

***Generic brands are welcome. ***Please, NO GLASS containers.  
Please mail financial contributions to IFCFB, P.O. Box 2236, Idaho Falls, ID 83403 

Board of Elders Meeting Minutes ~ September 2022 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

September Minutes are not available. 
  (Full minutes on file in Church office)                     (edited for space) Page 2 

If you have any time to give, the IFC Food Basket warehouse, (located at 1895 N. 
Boulevard), can always use help wrapping diaper packages. They also need help 
packing large family bags, as well as help with many other light / small jobs. Just 
show up and the staff will happily find a job for you!! Thank you for any amount of 
time you are able to give. 

Why can we confidently soldier on? Because it’s God serving man through you! Paul calls them the fruits of 
the Spirit after all (Gal. 5:22-23). God has done the ultimate good work in sending Jesus Christ to die for you. He 
has forgiven you of your sin and has justified you, covering you in the precious blood of His Son. He has raised 
you from the dead and given you new life! A life that is hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). It is no longer you who 
live, but Christ who lives in you (Gal. 2:20). As a new creation in Christ, God now works through you to reach 
others. And he does this through vocation. 

I thank God for Edward Kimball, and I look forward to meeting him in the Resurrection. His message to us is 
timeless. Whether you have one listener or thousands, millions of readers or just your grandma, whether you teach 
kindergarten or college students, pastor a small church of 15 or a big church of thousands, God continues to work. 
His work is never in vain. As the prophet writes: 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” (Isa. 55:10-11). 

As you labor, be encouraged by the promises made to you in Christ. Your neighbor needs you. And God will see 
to it that their needs are met through you.   
                                     In His Grace, Pastor Stephen 
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It’s almost time for a new church directory!!  
If you are new to our church family, have moved, have a new email / phone number, or 
had any other changes since last January, please let the office know so we can make 
sure we have your current and correct information listed. If you don’t have a picture in 
the 2022 directory or your family has changed / grown, we would like to have a picture 
for 2023. If you need a picture taken, Cheryl would be happy to take one on Sunday (or 
come by the church during the week if that is easier). Please have all updates & pictures 
to the office by Monday, November 28th. Thank you! 



Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ September 2022 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

9/18/2022 
Meeting began with prayer. There was a joint meeting in August between BOD & Elders; unsure if minutes were 
taken. Present 9/18/22: Bryan N., Carolyn P., Dan V., Suzanne S., Beth O., Brandy G-P. Went over Pastor’s   
Report, discussed New Members (Praise God!). No significant questions or comments as Pastor is on Vacation. 
DCE Report: TNC is back for the Fall. Camp Perkins seems to be safe, not going to be burned. Many prayers  
of thanksgiving. Discussed a few more items on the upcoming calendar: Family Night, Oktoberfest, Bunco.  
Rummage Sale proceeds that will be going towards a kitchen remodel and new flooring were about $7,000. 
Treasurer Report: Still working on reconciling accounts, particularly the “Specials” Account. NYG went about 
$3,500 over budget, working to reconcile, but there is still a positive balance in the account. We are looking to 
make a few fundraisers for the NYG Annual events - but if the fundraisers are annual, will the funds still go to  
the Youth/NYG? New Orleans is the next NYG and will likely be more expensive. We are thinking about $2,200-
3,000/person. Properties: We are working on fixing plumbing issues, sinks, and fixtures. Cost will be about 
$4,600. Elders Report: Suggested Changes/Updates to Bylaws and Constitution. Security Report: We need 
First Aid/CPR Training. Brandy to provide training. Voted & approved the purchase of mannequins/dummies for 
the training. No Social Ministries Report. Old Business: Church Calendar has been approved. Hope Lutheran 
Extended Care was going to use the basement classrooms while Hope’s water was off, but did not need them. 
They enjoyed a tour of the church. New Business: We are going to draft a policy for the usage of the St John 
facility. Different policies will be used for the use of rooms vs. the sanctuary. Chuck Howell has been approved 
as the alternate delegate for the Yellowstone Circuit. Hope Lutheran is growing & would like to begin the process 
of looking into possibly using our facility for their Early Childhood Program. There is minimal construction that 
will be needed. It was discussed how at one point St John was in the process of a possible Early Childhood 
Center. Questions asked: What would the additional cleaning cost be? How would we handle additional waste? 
If we are on the Historical Registry, would that prevent us changing things at the church building to ensure the 
safety of Early Childhood students? As the Pralle’s excitedly look forward to the birth of their first child, we      
discussed health insurance for Baby Pralle.  

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                          (edited for space) 
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Who / what is “The Next Chapter”? Our group is based off the book of Acts, chapter 29. But wait, there 
are only 28 chapters in Acts?! The book of Acts tasks us with understanding how we can be directed by 
the Holy Spirit and the role of Jesus’ lessons in our lives. God’s mission did not end after Jesus’ ascen-
sion into heaven. Like Peter and Paul, we too are challenged to be a part of The Next Chapter of His 
Church. This doesn’t end with chapter 28, it truly is just the beginning!  

Youth News & Events 

TNC NEWS

YOUTH SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: If someone were to ask you WHY you were a Christian, 
what would you say? Maybe even you begin to wonder that exact same question? Join us 
as we continue diving into our ROOTS! We will dive headfirst into life’s big questions, yet 
more importantly, we will seek to find God’s BIG ANSWERS! Bring all of your thoughts and 
wonders and prepare to come away equipped to answer those big questions! 

BIBLE BUDDIES: St. John has an exciting opportunity for youth 10th–12th grade! You have 
the chance to pair up with one of the “younglings” & help them learn how to use their Bibles! 
However, you are not required to be in charge! This is a great way to share Jesus’ love. 
Your schedule determines how often you serve. You can commit for one Sunday, or multiple 

Sundays. You will be a blessing to the kids as often as you are able to serve. For more information contact 
Jacob P. (listed above) or Abby S. abbyshirts@gmail.com 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: Join us as we continue to add pages and stories during Year 2 of   
The Next Chapter! We look forward to an eventful year with many opportunities to gather     
together and grow in our roots with one another, and in the loving name of Jesus! Watch this 
space for information about Winter Camp Perkins retreats and other upcoming fun activities!  

Important dates for November: 
    4th-6th - South Idaho High School Fall Retreat (see details next page) 

  7th - TNC Youth Night - @ St. John 
11th - Hosted! (this night is for your parents!) 
14th - TNC Youth Night - @ Hope 
15th - Friends & Family Night 
21st - Thanksgiving Break! No TNC Youth 
28th - TNC Youth Night - @ St. John 

  6th Bree  
14th Kamdyn  
15th Faith  



You can listen to  
The Lutheran Hour  
on these stations:  

KAWZ: 89.1 FM ~ Sunday: 8:00am 

KID: 590 AM ~ Sunday: 9:00am 

KIDG: 92.1 FM ~ Sunday: 9:00am 

“Coffee & Conversation” after Worship is a         
valuable time to meet new friends and strengthen 
bonds in our St. John family! It is an extra blessing 
when we have refreshments to enjoy.  We are   
always looking for people to volunteer to serve 
as a host. You can host a Sunday by yourself, or 
share the fun & ask a friend to help! The sign-up 
calendar is located on the counter where coffee is 
served. Treats are optional, & can be home-
made or purcahsed. Thank you!  

A great time was had by all at 
this past summer’s St. John 
Camp-out! Reservations are set 
for 2023!    

Mark your calendars and plan 
to join us for as many days as 
your schedule allows. We will be 
at Fall Creek Campground (only 
about 45 minutes from I. F.!!) 
Camping will start Wednesday 
afternoon, August 9th, and end 
Sunday morning, August 13th. 
Cost per family / tent site / RV is 

$15 per night. Invite friends!!  

St. John offers care-giving through the 

Stephen Ministry Program 
Stephen Ministers: Stephen Ministers are congregation 
members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, 
confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going 
through tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides 

care to one person at a time, meeting with them once a week for 
about an hour. St. John currently has 9 trained Stephen Ministers.  

Care Receivers: Care receivers are people - congregation members 
and others in the community - who receive care from a Stephen  
Minister. A person does not need to be a member at St. John or of 
any faith community to receive care. These are people struggling 
through a difficult time in life - experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, 
chronic or terminal illness, or any life crisis.  

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from the care 
of a Stephen Minister, please contact the office. 

SOUTH IDAHO HIGH SCHOOL FALL RETREAT 
Have you ever questioned your purpose? Or perhaps, how you are a part of 
God’s plan? Our High School Youth are gearing up for a weekend filled with 
fun, food, & faith growth  November 4th-6th at Grace Lutheran in Pocatello, 
ID! We will take a closer look at how we fit into God’s plan with our various 
spiritual gifts! We will also be doing tons of other fun things including,   
Outer Limits Fun Zone, escape rooms, an ISU Volleyball Game, Operation 
Christmas Child Service Project, and so much more! St. John is excited to 

join with Grace and many other local Lutheran churches in South Idaho for a weekend of 
Spiritual Gifts: UNWRAPPED!  

THE DEADLINE TO LET JACOB KNOW YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND IS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30TH.  



 Hope Lutheran Church Holiday Fair! 
Saturday, November 12, 2022     9:00am to 4:00pm. 

Corner of 12th & Hoopes, Idaho Falls 
 

Booths, Exhibits of Crafts and Artwork from Southeast Idaho! 

Bake Sale!! 
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SERVED 11:00 TO 3:00: 
Sloppy Joes 

Soup 

SERVED ALL DAY: 
Cinnamon Rolls 
Pie A-la-mode 

Beverages 

An elegant evening of friendship, refreshments,  
and reflection with all the sights, sounds,  

and tastes of the season! 

This evening for women of St. John & their invited guests 
will be held on Tuesday, December 6th. It will take place 

from 6:30-9pm in the St. John fellowship hall. 

This year we will have a few tables of eight 
available as well as many tables of six. 

Hosts get to be creative in how they decorate their table. 

Contact Lynn W. (call the office for her #) if you have 
questions. The registration fee is $10/ticket or $60/table.  

 
 

New Young-Adult 
Fellowship  

Opportunity! 
Join us for a new time to gather; 
“No Host Brunch”. Our first get  
together will be on December 4th 
at Perkins on Channing Way. We 
will meet at 11:00am.  
This will be a time to get to know 
one another better while enjoying 
a great meal together!  

Invite friends and plan to join us! 

No Host 


